
During the 2024 legislative session, the Georgia General Assembly passed the No Patient Left Alone Act (House Bill 663), 
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7KH�IDFLOLW\�PD\�6863(1'�25�7(50,1$7(�WKH�DFFHVV�RI�D�GHVLJQDWHG�HVVHQWLDO�FDUHJLYHU������XSRQ�WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�WKH�
adult patient or resident; (2) for noncompliance with facility policy; (3) for failure to comply with reasonable safety protocols 

or rules of conduct; (4) if the designated essential caregiver presents a substantial health or safety risk to the patient, other 

patients, or residents, visitors, or staff; (5) to any patient or resident who is under the custody of a law enforcement agency 

or a correctional institution; or (6) upon court order.

LOSS OF VISITATION RIGHTS FOR PARENTS, GUARDIANS 
AND OTHER DESIGNATED ESSENTIAL CAREGIVERS

RIGHTS OF PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND OTHER DESIGNATED ESSENTIAL 
CAREGIVERS

• $OO�SDWLHQWV�DQG�UHVLGHQWV��ERWK�PLQRUV�DQG�DGXOWV��ZKR�DUH�DGPLWWHG�WR�D�KRVSLWDO�RU�ORQJ�WHUP�FDUH�IDFLOLW\�KDYH�
the right to have a parent, guardian, person standing in loco parentis, or other designated essential caregiver to be 

physically present at all times while the patient or resident is in such facility.

• ³'HVLJQDWHG�HVVHQWLDO�FDUHJLYHU´�PHDQV�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�DJH����\HDUV�ROG�RU�ROGHU�DQG�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�GHVLJQDWHG�E\�D�
patient or resident who is a minor, to assist with such patient’s or resident’s personal needs and activities and to support 

WKH�KHDOWK��KHDOWKFDUH��ORQJ�WHUP�FDUH��DQG�RYHUDOO�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�VXFK�SDWLHQW�RU�UHVLGHQW��8QOHVV�RWKHUZLVH�GHVLJQDWHG�
by an adult patient or resident, such designated caregiver shall be the person authorized and empowered to act on 

EHKDOI�RI�WKH�SDWLHQW�RU�UHVLGHQW�SXUVXDQW�WR�2�&�*�$������������³SHUVRQV�DXWKRUL]HG�WR�FRQVHQW�WR�VXUJLFDO�RU�PHGLFDO�
treatment”).

• ³/RQJ�WHUP�FDUH�IDFLOLW\´�RU�³IDFLOLW\´�PHDQV�D�VNLOOHG�QXUVLQJ�KRPH��LQWHUPHGLDWH�FDUH�KRPH��SHUVRQDO�FDUH�KRPH��
assisted living community, community living arrangement, or inpatient hospice facility. 

VISITATION LIMITS AND RESTRICTIONS FOR PARENTS, GUARDIANS 
AND OTHER DESIGNATED ESSENTIAL CAREGIVERS

• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�LV�127�UHTXLUHG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�HVVHQWLDO�FDUHJLYHU�DFFHVV�EH\RQG�WKH�URRPV��XQLWV��RU�ZDUGV�LQ�
which the patient or resident is receiving care or residing or beyond general common areas in the facility. 

• 7KH�GHVLJQDWHG�HVVHQWLDO�FDUHJLYHU�0867�&203/<�ZLWK�DOO�IDFLOLW\�SROLFLHV��UXOHV�RI�FRQGXFW�DQG�UHDVRQDEOH�VDIHW\�
protocols, including wearing personal protective equipment (PPE) provided by the facility.

• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�LV�127�UHTXLUHG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�HVVHQWLDO�FDUHJLYHU�WR�HQWHU�DQ\�DUHD�ZKHUH�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�
unauthorized persons may be a safety or security risk.

• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�LV�127�UHTXLUHG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�HVVHQWLDO�FDUHJLYHU�WR�HQWHU�DQ�RSHUDWLQJ�URRP��LVRODWLRQ�URRP��
isolation unit, behavioral health setting, or other typically restricted area or to remain present during the administration of 

emergency care.
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1R�KRVSLWDO�RU�ORQJ�WHUP�FDUH�IDFLOLW\�VKDOO�UHTXLUH�D�SDWLHQW�RU�UHVLGHQW�WR�ZDLYH�WKH�ULJKWV�VSHFL¿HG�XQGHU�WKH�1R�3DWLHQW�/HIW�
Alone Act.

WAIVER OF RIGHTS PROHIBITED

7KH�SURYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�1R�3DWLHQW�/HIW�$ORQH�$FW�VKDOO�EH�FRQVWUXHG�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKH�&HQWHUV�IRU�
0HGLFDUH�DQG�0HGLFDLG�6HUYLFHV�IRU�KRVSLWDOV�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�FDUH�IDFLOLWLHV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�DQG�UHFHLYH�SD\PHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�
Medicare and Medicaid programs. 

ORDER OF PRECEDENCE 

��� The presence of visitors would be medically or therapeutically contraindicated in the best clinical judgement of 

healthcare professionals;

2. The presence of visitors would interfere with the care of or rights of any patient or resident;

3. Visitors are engaging in disruptive, threatening, or violent behavior toward any staff member, patient or resident, 

other visitor, or other induvial authorized to be on the facility property;

4. Visitors are noncompliant with facility policy; or

5. The patient or resident is under the custody of a law enforcement agency or a correctional institution.

• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�LV�127�UHTXLUHG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�HVVHQWLDO�FDUHJLYHU�WR�HQWHU�DQ�RSHUDWLQJ�URRP��LVRODWLRQ�URRP��
isolation unit, behavioral health setting, or other typically restricted area or to remain present during the administration of 

emergency care.

• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�PD\�5(92.(�YLVLWDWLRQ�ULJKWV�IRU�IDLOXUH�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�UHDVRQDEOH�VDIHW\�SURWRFROV��UXOHV�RI�FRQGXFW�RU�
facility policy.

• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�0$<�UHTXLUH�YLVLWRUV�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�UHDVRQDEOH�VDIHW\�SURWRFROV�DQG�UXOHV�RI�FRQGXFW�
• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�0$<�UHTXLUH�YLVLWRUV�WR�ZHDU�33(��SURYLGHG�WKDW�DQ\�VXFK�33(�VKDOO�EH�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�IDFLOLW\�

• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�LV�127�UHTXLUHG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�HVVHQWLDO�FDUHJLYHU�DFFHVV�EH\RQG�WKH�URRPV��XQLWV��RU�ZDUGV�LQ�
which the patient or resident is receiving care or residing or beyond general common areas in the facility. 

GENERAL VISITATION 
• “Visitor” means any individual authorized by an adult patient, resident or designated essential caregiver of such patient 

RU�UHVLGHQW�WR�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�LQ�SHUVRQ�YLVLWDWLRQ�LQ�D�KRVSLWDO�RU�ORQJ�WHUP�FDUH�IDFLOLW\�

• 7KH�IDFLOLW\�0$<�HVWDEOLVK�YLVLWDWLRQ�SROLFLHV�WKDW�OLPLW�RU�UHVWULFW�YLVLWDWLRQ�ZKHQ�

• ³/RQJ�WHUP�FDUH�IDFLOLW\´�RU�³IDFLOLW\´�PHDQV�D�VNLOOHG�QXUVLQJ�KRPH��LQWHUPHGLDWH�FDUH�KRPH��SHUVRQDO�FDUH�KRPH��
assisted living community, community living arrangement, or inpatient hospice facility. 


